5t Sunday after Pentecost June 27,2010

ST. JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH

75 Alma Street, Moncton, NB E1C 4Y3
Phone:; 858-8289; Church office email: sjuc@nb.aibn.com;
Check our website, www.stjohnsmoncton.ca for times of meetings, events, etc.

As they were going along the road, someone said to him,

"I will follow you wherever you go."
Luke 9:57
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Here we are, you and 1, called to be God's Holy People.
You say you're not the holy type,

but I'm not talking about holier-than-thou.

I'm not talking about religious ritual,

and the last thing | mean is self-righteousness!

Jesus chastised the self-righteous,

the ones who spent their days doing religious things,
the ones who spent so much time in religious ritual
that they didn't have time for tender-heartedness.

I'm not talking about them; I'm talking about us.

I'm talking about paying attention to the things Jesus taught people,

ordinary people, people like you, people like me.

Look at the disciples: ordinary people called to follow,

called to be God's Holy People, called to live in this world with tender hearts.

Live holy lives... impossible? Is anything impossible to God?

That old woman Sarah thought it impossible to have a child...

The lepers thought it impossible to be healed...

The disciples thought it impossible to feed five thousand with two loaves and five fishes...
Mary and Martha thought it impossible that their brother Lazarus was alive...
The lame thought it impossible to walk... The blind thought it impossible to see...

Here we are, ordinary people, called to be the Holy People of God.
If you have eyes to see and ears to hear, see and hear God's holiness in your life.

"God's Holy People" from the book, Searching for Shalom, written by Ann Weems
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WELCOME!

A warm welcome is extended to all - especially those who are worshipping
at St. John’s for the first time or who have returned after an absence. Your
presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together.

St. John’s United Church Cares...

To notify the Minister of personal concerns and anxieties, illnesses,
hospitalizations or deaths, to pass along a prayer request, or to arrange
homebound communion, contact the Rev. Aaron Billard at 858-8289 or
sjucrev@nb.aibn.com

NOTICES, UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS

NO CHURCH SERVICES HERE on the SUNDAYS from JULY 4 - AUG. 1
The CHURCH is CLOSED July 1% - Aug. 3" for Staff vacations

1. We encourage you to attend the 10:00 am combined services at Wesley Memorial
United Church (Cor. St. George & Cameron Sts.) on the Sundays we are closed.

You may put your offering envelope in Wesley’s offering plate, and we’ll get those
envelopes from them.

Choir members are very welcome to join with Wesley’s Choir.

2. Services resume here on August 8", starting at 10:00 am for the remainder of the
summer Sundays - until after the Labour Day weekend.

3. Regular 11:00 am Worship Services & Sunday School programs resume on Sept. 12"

PRESBYTERY REPRESENTATIVES - Thank-you to Lois Weatherby who has graciously
volunteered to be one of the representatives for St. John’s United Church at the Chignecto
Presbytery meetings. We still have a vacancy. If you are interested in being a rep., please
contact Art Buck, Aaron, or the Church Office.

BRICKWORK FUND APPEAL - Presently we have received $18,796 towards this project.
The Heritage Board has approved a grant of $8,000 (not the $10,000 we were hoping for), once
the job is done and inspected.

With the contractor’'s quote of $22,000 plus HST, we are well on our way to paying for this

repair work. Any additional funds received will be used to purchase more material and
extend the brickwork repairs to other areas needing repair.
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THESE DAYS DAILY DEVOTION books for July-Aug-Sep are now available by our bulletin
boards. Your donation of $2.85 to help cover the cost of each of these is greatly
appreciated.

LIBRARY — Did you know that we have a library of books for you to enjoy? They are
located in the hutch in the Fellowship Hall. There is no sign-out for these; they are loaned to
you on the honor system that you’ll return the books when you’ve finished reading them.

United Church Observer - a copy of the 3 most recent issues can be found on one of the
small tables in the Great Hall. These are there for your enjoyment, but please don’t remove
them from the premises so that others can enjoy them as well. There are also copies of
previous issues available in our Library in the Fellowship Hall. These can be loaned out.

Calendar of St. Johnodés Meet.
Check our website for information on meetings, events, etc: www.stiohnsmoncton.ca

June 27 Sun 11:00 am WORSHIP SERVICE
CHILD CARE for ages 0-12 years

July 16 Aug. 3  Closed Church CLOSKor staff vacations

July 4 Sun 10:00 am WORSHIP SERVICE - at Wesley Memorial United Church

11 Sun 10:00 am WORSHIP SERVICE - at Wesley Memorial United Church

18 Sun 10:00 am WORSHIP SERVICE - at Wesley Memorial United Church

25 Sun 10:00 am WORSHIP SERVICE - at Wesley Memorial United Church

Aug. 1 Sun 10:00 am WORSHIP SERVICE - at Wesley Memorial United Church

3 Wed 8:30 am Church Offices Repen

Aug 8 Sun. 10:00AM WORSHIP SERVE8IEsumeh er e at NB6t¢ time chanben 0
CHILD CARE for ages 0-12 years during summer services

LOOKING AHEAD... Mark your calendar!

Sep 12 Sun. 11:00am  Worship Services & Sunday School return to regular schedule

CHILDCARE WORKERS NEEDED - 2 adults per Sunday are needed to supervise the
children (ages 0-12 yrs.) during our worship services on: August 8, 15, 22, 29, and Sep. 5".

If you can help out on one, or more, of these Sundays, please contact Trina Vautour at
teammc@rogers.com or 372-9749.

DIME BLITZ -Don’t Spend A Di m&avdyour dimeS forntim &CW fund
raiser which is now on. Pick up one or more “pill” bottles available at the church entrances, fill
them with dimes over the summer months, and bring them back and put them in the offering
plate in September. It's that easy!
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CO-OP, SOBEYS & SUPERSTORE GIFT CARDS - A Great Way to Support Your Church
LN N KING AHEAD... Remember that the Church and its Offices will be closed for staff

vacations from July 1% — August 3". Please plan on getting a few extra Gift Cards for that
“‘easy” way to shop, while the Office is closed.

If you are unable to get the Grocery Gift Cards you need before the Church closes for
vacations, please call or email Gordon Hicks (532-4078 or ghphshediac@rogers.com) a few
days in advance, and he’ll make arrangements to meet you here at the church to get them.

Say Hi to Gordon & Phyllis Hicks at the sales table when you pick up your Gift Cards in the
Great Hall during Coffee Hour after this morning’s service.

CHURCH COMMUNITY EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

See the Bulletin Board for other Events that may not be listed here.

CHIGNECTO PRESBYTERY HIGHLIGHTS - copies of the summary of the June 16"
meeting of Chignecto Presbytery are not available on the tables near our main entrances.

OPEN HOUSE at Camp Ta-Wa-Si on Sunday July 4™ from 2- 6 pm, with a Covenanting

Service at 4 pm. Lunch will be provided (hot dogs, hamburgers, salads and dessert); a free-
will offering will be taken. For more information, contact Susan Cole at:
slcole@ns.sympatico.ca or 902-667-4985.

Minute for Missions for the Mission & Service Fund
Preserving a Culture in Stories

Scott Douglas was a United Church overseas personnel in Fiji, thanks to the Mission and
Service Fund. He worked with the United Church partner Ecumenical Centre for Research,
Education and Advocacy (ECREA), for community empowerment. Part of their work is to
educate villagers about Fiji’'s history. Master Sikeli was a nearly blind, retired school
headmaster who held all the area’s history in his head. He knew about Fijian leaders,
colonial powers, the first inhabitants, the coups, and the way indigenous peoples’ fears
were exploited to allow the continuation of oppression.

Scott pointed out to ECREA staff that Sikeli wouldn’t be around forever and that someone
ought to record his knowledge. Scott got the job! He worked with Master Sikeli and a
cameraman, videotaping Fiji's history from a Fijian perspective, in the Fijian language.
Some material was challenging, even controversial, but it was told with Sikeli’'s trademark
gentleness and patience.

With the support of the Mission and Service Fund, they created an invaluable resource for
communities in Fiji.

(Continues...)



(Continued...)

The last image in the documentary is a candid of Sikeli, magnifying glass in hand, poring
over an historical article. He looks up and laughs when he realizes the camera is on him.
He died two weeks later. Scott says, “In some ways, the United Church sent me to Fiji to
capture that image.”

Your gifts to the Mission and Service Fund support important cultural and community work
in Fiji and in many places around the world. Please give generously.

We are a united church! This week, remember the important educational work we

support together in local congregations, in theological institutions, and with partners
around the world.

The Mission & Service Fund is funded by United Church congregations. St. John's United
Church has set a goal to send $20,000 to the Mission & Service Fund in 2010. The money for
this does not come from your donations to the Local Fund which covers the cost of our church
programs and operating expenses, it comes from your donations specified for the Mission &
Service Fund on your church envelope.

WORSHIP SERVICE

WE GATHER INTHE _SPIRIT OF _COMMUNITY

(The congregation is invited to join in responses printed in bold

ORGAN PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING SENTENCES S.Brown/sco
As a workman gathers his tools,
as a poet gathers her images
as a musician gathers his band,
as a scholar gathers her arguments,
as a writer gathers his stories,
as a preacher gathers her textsé
so God gathers people for service

!



OPENING PRAYER

We pray:
Living Lord, you pour out your life for us,
you pour out your life in us,
and you pour out your life through us.
Help us to pass it on.
Amen.
HYMN # 289 IT ONLY TAKES A SPARK

Children are welcome to stay with their families for the rest of the service,
or those up to age 12 years are also invited to a creative time upstairs.

WE REFLECT UPON OUR COMMON STORY

REFLECTION The Spiritof Go d by Napoleon Lovely (Adapted)

Hymns for the Celebration of Life

SCRIPTURE LESSONS
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 Elisha sees Elijah ascend into the heavens.
Luke 9:51-62 Jesus sets his face towards Jerusalem.

Listen to what the spirit is saying to the church.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON
HYMN# 226 FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH
WE RESPOND ToO GODGs LOVE
A LITANY A Call to be Church K.Compston/sco

In response to the word reflected on, let us share together this litany:

Our God, you call us to be Church:

Enable us to create - across cultural, age and class boundaries T
a laboratory of peace ,

testing out your vision of community and love

as we struggle to live with our differences.



Our God, you call us to be Church:

Enable us to be a parable of the Kingdom,

allowing the upside -down values of your commonwealth to nudge us
away from the acquisitive and self -regarding  attitudes of our day.

Our God, you call us to be Church:

Enable us to be a sign of contradiction among the nations ,

pointing to hope in the midst of disillusion,

offering non  -violent resistance when evil threatens,

and accepting loss of prestige or wealth in the cause of justice.

Our God, you call us to be Church:

Enable usto be a place of welcome and warmth,

where what is ignored elsewhere may be heard and honoured,

where sorrows may be shared and stories told,

and where hard questions may be asked and new ideas greeted with
joy.

Our God, you call us to be Church:

Enable ustobea community of praise,

cracking open the dry husks of cynicism and despair,
being clowns and jesters for Christ,

and celebrating  the mystery of faith in stillness and song.

THE PEACE

Let us then greet another as a sign of God's peace.
The peace of God is here... to stay.
Thanks be to God.

You are invited to share the peace with your neighbours.

OFFERING & CHOIR ANTHEM Selected

OFFERTORY HYMN  # 541 PRAISE GOD

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures high and low;
Give thanks to god in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, one.

PRAYERSOF THEPEOPLE & THE L ORDOS RBREAW.RPRS59)

HYMN # 642 BE THOU MY VISION



BENEDICTION
CHORAL BENEDICTION Go In Peace

ORGAN POSTLUDE

You are invited to keep this copy of the church service and take it home with you
to share with another member of your family, or with a friend.

You are invited to join us in the Great Hall after this service
for a time of fellowship and refreshments.

This bulletin has been donated
In Memory éfreda Murray

By Daughtersynn Murray & Dianne MurBarker

TODAY' S GREETERS & USHERS
South Door - Alma St..
Greeters: Joan Ramsay, Lois Weatherby
Offering: Jerry & Marg Kennedy, Joan Ramsay, Lois Weatherby
North Door - Victoria St.:
Greeters: Carolyn Beers, Jean Cameron
Offering: Carolyn Beers, Jean Cameron, Janet Ross, Sandy Ross

TODAY' S RE TODAY' S TELLE
Art Buck Judy Chase, Ann & Ralph Smith

CHURCH MINISTRY PERSONNEL AND STAFE
The Rev. Aaron Billard, Minister - email: sjucrev@nb.aibn.com

The Rev. Dr. Doug MacEachern, Minister Emeritus
Owen Fraser, Organist - email: sjucmusic@nb.aibn.com
Wanda Colwell, Office Administrator - email: sjuc@nb.aibn.com

Y R R

Patti Arsenault, Custodian



