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PASTORAL LETTER 
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This morning I found myself at Cafe Codiac having coffee with retired 
Judge and former Roman Catholic Priest Mike McKee and his wife, 
Winnie, who is the daughter of a United Church minister. Her father 
went into the ministry later in life, when he was 44, and they moved 
around quite a bit. Mike was raised in Bouctouche and served as a 
politician while he was a priest. He met his wife in law school while she 
was studying for her Master's degree in Biology. As we sat there, I 
couldn’t help but notice the steady stream of people who came up to 
shake Mike’s hand. Mike McKee received them all with grace.  

Mike and his late brother Father Pete are Moncton legends. When I sat down, I said, “This is years in 
the making!” We have been meaning to get together for a long time. We spoke of our love for Father 
Richard Rohr, a spiritual writer; we named friends in common; and we even talked politics as people 
approaching him mentioned who was running for Mayor of Moncton. Mike, of course, was a former 
MLA and Labour Minister under Premier Frank MacKenna. I told him, “There are three people I love 
talking to: the dying, retired CN workers, and former politicians because they love to spill the tea!” Mike 
had said it was a difficult decision to tell people that he was leaving the priesthood because he didn’t 
want to let anyone down. I said to him that no matter what path he took in life, he was destined to serve 
people. In fact, both Mike and Winnie’s parents served the community around them, though in different 
capacities, just as their children do now, with Rob serving as an MLA in Moncton, and their daughter 
as a school principal. Mike’s father was a lawyer and an MLA. Little did he 
know that his son and grandson would follow in his footsteps. What a 
legacy of service to the world around them Mike and Winnie share through 
their family. Mike was very complimentary of my ministry and said I had a 
good reputation throughout Moncton.  

I bumped into a few church people at Cafe Codiac, too. Note to self: if I 
want to get a lot of visits in all at once, go there for coffee. Someone gave 
me a hug on my way in as they were on their way out. I also saw Dave 
Blakeny, whose grandson Mark famously played a postlude a few weeks 
ago at St. John’s, which ended with a burst of applause from the choir and 
congregation. We were all so proud of him! 

After I gave Mike and Winnie hugs, as I was leaving, I noticed the Rev. Brent Hamm - actually, the 
Venerable Brent Hamm - sitting at a table nearby. He was meeting with a missionary who was in town 
promoting making disciples through sports. Brent is the Anglican priest in Shediac, and he told me that 
he had a cheque for the Karing Kitchen. He’s a nice guy, and we’ve been friends for years. As his 
evangelical visitor was talking to us about getting kids playing sports for Christ, I told him the story 
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about Vacation Bible School years ago, when we took the kids over to the park near the church. William 
Patterson (son of John and Nancy) never went anywhere without a soccer ball. As he was playing with 
some of the younger church kids, a whole bunch of kids came out of the low-income housing across 
the street - most of them immigrants - and came to play soccer. It’s the first time that I was with a group 
of kids where a soccer game broke out. The missionary loved the story. Brent started talking about 
something else, and I said to the missionary, “You know what his problem is? He’s an Anglican,” which 
made the missionary burst out laughing. Brent said, “I was just telling him you were my favourite United 
Church minister!”  

January has been a stormy month with frigid days 
and long nights. When I’m out with the dog in the 
mornings, she doesn’t seem to mind the darkness 
or the cold as she makes angels in the snow. One 
day, my family decided we would have a New 
Brunswick Day. I needed to go to Saint John to 
visit the hospital. Lori-Ann noticed my urgency and 
said,  “Let’s go now.” On our way back, we stopped 
in Hampton. The last time I was there was the day 
we picked up our new kitten, Lady Petunia, years ago, 

who was a Maine Coon and the least allergenic cat we could get since I’m 
allergic. I loved that cat with all my heart. We did some exploring, and I found 
myself falling in love with Hampton. There’s something about these New 
Brunswick towns and villages that captures my heart.   

After our visit, when we arrived 
in Saint John, we parked the car downtown and roamed 
around. We stopped for coffee, saw some sites, and took 
the kids out to lunch. I always look for the cheapest thing 
on the menu, which in this case happened to be breakfast, 
which was just fine by me. I’ve never really spent time in 
Saint John, but I can 
understand why it’s called 
the Port City.  

Later that week, a church 
person invited me for 

coffee at La Factrie. A group of retired guys were at a big table beside 
us, talking about American politics and their disgust with what’s 
happening, which I found encouraging. I always like getting out of the 
building and sitting with someone to talk about life. 

Earlier in January, I had been asked to attend a reception for a man who had died. His wife said to me, 
“It’s not a funeral, but I was wondering if you could lead us in the Serenity Prayer since my husband 
was an alcoholic and a member of AA?” She asked me to end the gathering with the Lord’s Prayer. So 
I showed up to this room filled with people, all talking. His wife was so sweet. I said, “I’ll take it from 
here, not to worry.” I asked for everyone’s attention and said that I’d be saying the Serenity Prayer, and 
then we’d have a chance to tell some stories. I sat beside her as I started, and the next thing I knew, 
everyone in the room was saying the prayer with me. It’s a prayer written by the Rev. Reinhold Niebuhr. 
Niebuhr was a professor at Union Theological Seminary in New York City, where my friend Claudio 
Carvalhaes now teaches. He was a minister within the United Church of Christ, our sibling denomination 
in the United States. He influenced people like the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, President Jimmy 
Carter, and President Barack Obama. During the gathering, the husband’s biological daughter showed 
up and created quite the stir, as she’d never met him. The wife was gracious. Then we prayed: 
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GOD, grant me the serenity 
to accept the things 
I cannot change, 

Courage to change the 
things I can, and the 
wisdom to know the difference. 

Where do those words come from if not directly from heaven through Niebuhr? They have saved lives. 
When I invited people to share stories, I was met with complete silence. I felt myself starting to panic, 
so I said, “Alright. I know that I’m not allowed to say who is in AA and who isn’t, but Todd’s wife, 
Monique, told me that he recently celebrated X number of years of sobriety, and I think we need to 
congratulate him for that. Everyone clapped. Then I said, “Let’s treat this as an unofficial AA meeting 
so that we can talk about Todd.” A man stood up, introduced himself and said, “And I’m an alcoholic.” 
He said that Todd was known as an encourager in the program and always attended the meetings. He 
had a phrase that he’d say to people when they told him about their sobriety. He’d say, “Atta boy!” no 
matter if you were a man or a woman. A few women stood up to say that Todd was a gentleman who 
treated the women in the program with great respect, and they thanked his wife, Monique, for sharing 
him with so many people. I thought to myself, “Well, who couldn’t use an ‘Attaboy!' once in a while? 
That’s why it was nice recently to hear nice things said about the work that I do rather than the criticism 
I sometimes receive. 

Sadly, just after Christmas, Duncan Lutes passed away. Our friend Shirley Lutes was his wife. Shirley 
can be found in church each Sunday sitting with her squad. Duncan died on a Friday and Shirley said, 
“I have to come to church on Sunday.” When we gathered at the cemetery for Duncan’s committal 
service, I noted to Shirley that there were friends here. Duncan was to be interred in one of the buildings 
at Fairhaven. I said, “Ann Smith is right there, and Dave MacNevin is just over here.” Shirley found 
comfort in that. Her daughter-in-law gave the eulogy, and her granddaughter read a poem. The last 
time I saw Duncan was in December. I could tell that things had changed in him as he watched curling 
in his chair.  

Before I left, I shook his hand and said, “Merry Christmas, Duncan.” He was so sick. He thought for a 
second, smiled and said, “Merry Christmas, Aaron,” and shook my hand. I knew he wasn’t long for this 
world, but I didn’t want to treat him as if he were dying; rather, I spoke 
to him as if he were still very much in the land of the living. Shirley had 
promised to keep Duncan home, and she lived up to that promise. I 
know he loved her for it. As I was making my way out of the 
Columbarium after the service, Shirley’s son came up to me and said, 
‘I’ve heard good things about you, and they are all true. Thank you.” His 
son had just passed away a few weeks before. If there’s any comfort in 
any of it, it’s that Shirley’s grandson - who loved his grandparents with 
all of his heart - has his granddad in heaven along with his mom.  

On the Friday of that week, I had a service at Royal Court. I really, 
really like these people. I saw a man wearing a sweater that said 
“Tabusintac,” and I said, “My friend Gerry Christie was from there!” 
He said, “I have no idea where it is. Someone gave me the sweater!” 
I told that to Jack Christie when I saw him at the Dumont recently. 
He has so many stories of that small, close-knit community. He 
keeps a painting of Gerry’s childhood home on the farm on a wall in 
his house. I don’t know why it made an impression on me, but I 
remember it well. Perhaps it’s because of the way Gerry spoke of 
growing up on the farm. I told everyone at chapel to pose for a 
picture. I said, “My church thinks that I only work one day a week!” 
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After the service, I drove as fast as I could to Notre Dame De Grasse Church on Mountain Road for the 
funeral of Gisele Arsenault, mother of Julie Logan, who passed away suddenly over Christmas. I was 
late getting there, so as I walked in, I took off my clerical collar and was greeted by a staff member from 
Frenette’s Funeral Home who was surprised to see me. I sat in a back pew (I can see why you all like 
that now) and listened to the prayers and the songs, all in French. The priest was exceptionally kind 
and switched to English from time to time. I didn’t kneel when other people knelt, but I prayed all the 
same. (Thank the Protestant church for your knees!) I’m a people watcher, and I noticed that there 
were a lot of young people there who were very devout, crossing themselves, kneeling, and saying the 
prayers. It was moving to see young couples praying together. I even saw an older couple ahead of me 
- he, a white man, and she, a Korean - as they held their hands in the air to pray and during the Passing 
of the Peace, they kissed for about ten seconds. I almost crossed myself!  

Anyway, public displays of affection aside, it was a beautiful funeral mass. At the end, Gisele’s son 
played “Wish You Were Here” by Pink Floyd on guitar. I thought to myself, “Good for you, Father. This 
means a lot to everyone.” The old priest stood on the altar and watched and listened. I admire clergy 
who get it. As the family processed out, Julie’s daughter (who attends St. John’s every Sunday) carried 
the cross down the aisle. At the reception, the kids were all seated together at a table, eating. I saw 
Julie’s son and walked over and said, “I’m so sorry about your grandmother,” as he was sitting there, 
and he turned around, surprised to see me, looked at me and gave me the biggest smile. I hugged Julie 
and her husband, Brad, too.  

Recently, a few of the church dads invited me to Burger 
Week at Gallagher's. Let me tell you: the last thing in the 
world that I want is a burger that is a foot high with beef, pork, 
and Montreal smoked meat. I’m too old-fashioned, so I 
ordered the “Famous Seamus” burger, which made me 
happy. They were thrilled with their 
burger, which looked like something 
Gordon Ramsay would make. 
Afterwards, we went and played a 
board game called “Pandemic” 

where you have to stop four plagues from overtaking the world. That’s my 
version of a good time! We laughed a lot!  

Speaking of which, when I was visiting at the hospital the past few weeks,               
I noticed more of these signs. As much as I want to see the person on the other 
side of this door, I respect that I am a vector of transmission since I visit two 
hospitals and multiple floors.  

On Sunday morning, we had the blessing (Kirkin’) of the tartans at St. John’s, 
which is a very popular service, even in frigid temperatures. Young and old 
gathered in a long line to present their tartans before the church. They told their 
family stories, shared their colours, and even offered some funny anecdotes 
about other clans. (I apologize to Clan Campbell for the shade thrown at them 
during the service!) Liz MacLaughlin presented the Moncton tartan and told the 
story of how it came to be, to the delight of everyone. Chris MacQueen shared 
the story of his family tartan, which is the same tartan as the MacSweens. He 
and I both like our connection. Chris commented that in his clan, there is a 
tradition of soldiers and clergy. Chris MacQueen said that five generations of his 
family have served Canada in a military capacity from the First World War all the 
way to Afghanistan, which was met with applause, perhaps in part due to the 
comments of the American President that NATO troops stayed away from the 
frontlines, which is false. 
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On Wednesday, the adult children of an old, former church family came to the church. The family left 
in the early 80s. Something to do with a church controversy at the time when the church organist was 
fired, hauntings that I still have to exorcise, even though they happened long before my time. Their 
brother had died, and they asked me to do his funeral. I can always tell when people enter the building 
after years away that the emotions will come first. It’s a pattern I’ve noticed at St. John’ so I act 
accordingly. I said to the man’s brother, “I found a picture of your mother.” I took him over to show him 
the choir photos that line the Owen Fraser Hall, and to his mother’s choir photo from 1970. I could tell 
he was deeply moved. He took pictures of the pictures of her from a previous choir photograph, too. 
“Our family left the church after Elsie Steeves.” I nodded. It’s a deep wound at St. John’s that never 
healed. I’ve heard the stories. I said, “Maybe your parents weren’t wrong to leave. I think what happened 
was wrong, too. Tell your parents that I said that.” I said, “We’re no longer that church. So much has 
changed. But Elsie’s name is spoken with love here. Her protogé, Owen Fraser, stepped in when this 
church needed him the most. He helped the wound heal.” They knew and loved Owen, too, as we 
looked at his photos on the wall. I said, “At the end, he played the organ with one eye.” The brother 
said to me, “I asked my neighbour where she was going on Sunday morning. She said she was going 
to church. I asked her where, and she said, “St. John’s.” They said that they had heard so many good 
things about me. I said that the church would be there for their family. They asked me, “Are you in a 
hurry?” I said I wasn’t. They asked, “Can we see the church?” They meant the sanctuary. 

Over the years, I’ve noticed the phenomenon of church kids now grown older or ministers’ kids who 
want to see the sanctuary. This was such a time. I walked them through the changes we have made 
over the years. What they most wanted was for me to see where they sat. “Up there, on the side of the 
balcony.” The sister said, “No, it was over there, more in the middle!” I listened with joy as they 
remembered their childhoods here in church. When they left the sanctuary, they gave me hugs.  

After church a few weeks ago, a woman came up to me and gave me something. It 
was a Lego Jesus. As I stood there, she told me about the grief in her family and 
how I had offered support. She said, “My husband wanted you to have this.” His 
mom had just died, and I had offered to help where I could. He appreciated that. So 
there I stood holding a Lego Jesus and thinking how weirdly strange and wonderful 
my life is, so I hugged her, and told her to thank him, and I put Lego Jesus on the 
altar in my office where the chapel used to be.  

I am abundantly aware that there is just one me, and that I wish I could be in all places at all times, as 
some former ministers seemed to be able to do as their legends grew. There is much work to be done, 
but I know that I don’t do it alone. I have a whole congregation standing beside me. I am reminded of 
Victor Hugo saying, “Go to sleep in peace. God is awake.”  

These are trying times, my friends. Love and light to you all. 

The Rev. Aaron Billard 
Minister 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

The bulletin and pastoral letter are dedicated in Loving Memory of  

Glen MacNairn 
by Dad, Stuart and his Family 
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MEMORIAL 

A donation has been made to St. John’s United Church in memory of 

Duncan Lutes (husband of Shirley Lutes) 
by Elizabeth MacFarlane 

A donation has been made to St. John’s United Church Buy-a-Brick Fund in memory of 

Jessie Horsley 
by Bill Horsley 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

NOTICES, UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS 
 

 

Check our website at www.stjohnsmoncton.ca  
for Sunday online Worship links, calendar, and more. 

 

Feb. 1 Sun. 11:00 a.m. Worship and Sunday School  

Feb. 1 Sun. 2:30 p.m. 

Worship with the Rev. Aaron Billard at Peoples Park Tower Chapel,  
960 St. George Blvd., Moncton.  
If you are a resident there, we ask you to help us spread the word to 
members of the congregation who live there. 

Feb, 2 Mon 7:00 p.m. Al-Anon (weekly-Owen Fraser Hall)  

Feb. 4 Wed. 2:00 p.m. UCW Executive (Fellowship Room) 

Feb. 4 Wed. 6:15 p.m. Sparks, Girl Guides of Canada (weekly-Owen Fraser Hall) 

Feb. 5 Thur. 7:00 p.m. Choir (weekly-Choir Loft/Fellowship Room) 

Feb. 5 Thur. 7:15 p.m. Pathfinders, Girl Guides of Canada (weekly-Social Hall) 

Feb. 8 Sun. 11:00 a.m. Worship and Sunday School  

Feb. 10 Tues. 2:00 p.m. 

Friendship Group – We will be having a games day. So 
bring your games and your hearts for an afternoon of 
laughs and love. (board games, card games, etc.).  
(monthly-Fellowship Room)  

Feb. 13 Fri. 10:30 a.m. 

 Worship with the Rev. Aaron Billard at Royal Court Chapel,  
6th Floor, Coverdale Rd., Riverview 
If you are a resident there, we ask you to help us spread the word to 
members of the congregation who live there. 

Feb. 14 Sat.  
 

Feb. 15 Sun. 11:00 a.m. Worship and Sunday School  

Feb. 15 Sun. 12:45p.m. Worship & Music Committee (monthly-Norman Sinclair Room) 

Feb. 16 Mon.  Church closed – Family Day 
 
 
 
 

Announcements from other United Churches, Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters Region 14 and the community 
are shown on the TV in the Owen Fraser Hall and also located on the bulletin boards located at the Alma St. entrance 
and outside the Church Office. 
 
SOBEYS & SUPERSTORE GIFT CARDS are sold each Sunday in the Sanctuary before and 
after Worship and at the Church Office M-F, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  

We make 4% on every card sold. Your support is needed and appreciated. 

 

http://www.stjohnsmoncton.ca/
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WELCOME! 
We would like to warmly welcome any new faces to our church family today! Please 
feel free to introduce yourself to a fellow member or reach out to our minister if you 
have any questions. We invite you to stay after the service for fellowship. Fill in the 
“welcome” envelope located on the table at our two main entrances and place in the offering box (no 

money required) or email the church office at stjohnsmoncton@gmail.com to let us know you are 
worshipping with us.  
 
2025 TAX RECEIPTS are ready for pick up at the front of the Sanctuary at Sunday morning Worship 
and on weekdays Monday-Friday, 9am-1pm at the church office. If you do not receive your receipt, 
please send us an email or give the office a call. Thank you to all who supported the work of St. John’s 
United Church. 
 
Please take our CONGREGATIONAL ENGAGEMENT SURVEY 1, Jan. 25 – Feb 11 
Your Worship and Music Committee is working to “Strengthening our Invitation” at St. John's United 
Church. Please take our anonymous congregational survey – your input will help us improve our 
worship experience. We will be sharing a summary of the results. You can respond from your phone or 
from a computer. We look forward to hearing from you! 

Click on this link Congregational Survey 1 or go to  https://forms.gle/6nuornC88RvHWtta9 

Note: your email address will be visible to you as you take the survey, however, it is not collected as 
part of the survey. 

To use the QR code shown in the Sunday bulletins (and below), simply: 
1. open your camera app 
2. point the phone at the QR code, as if you were taking a picture of it 
3. a link will appear, simply touch this on your screen 
4. the survey will appear. 

 

The PASTORAL CARE & MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE needs volunteers for the various roles and 
activities the committee undertakes. If you would like to help or for more information, speak to Valerie 
Roy or contact the church office.  

 
DEDICATE THE BULLETIN/PASTORAL LETTER in memory of a loved one(s). The cost is $50.00. 
Upcoming dates available: June 7 and Sept. 9, 2026 and Jan. 10, 2027. If you dedicated last year, you 
will be contacted to see if you want to dedicate again. 
 

CHURCH DONATION 
At St. John’s we do not “pass the plate” as is done in some traditional churches. Donations are collected 
in an offering box near the entrance to the sanctuary. 

You may donate to the church in a variety of ways: 
- PAR (pre-authorized remittance) – application form available on our website and pamphlet/form located at 
church entrances and outside church office; PAR cards are available to put in the offering box 
- e-transfer (use stjohnsmoncton@gmail.com - no password needed)  

- box offering envelopes – contact church office 
- Canada Helps - online 
- cash or cheque - identified with giver’s name with middle initial/address (for income tax purposes).  
- mail to 75 Alma St., Moncton, NB  E1C 4Y3 
- drop off your donation in the mail slot on our Victoria St. door  

Blank offering envelopes are located at both church entrances for donation purposes. Write your name 
and address to identify your donation in order for an official receipt to be prepared for income tax 
purposes. If you have any questions, contact the church office. 

mailto:stjohnsmoncton@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/6nuornC88RvHWtta9
https://forms.gle/6nuornC88RvHWtta9
mailto:stjohnsmoncton@gmail.com
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WORSHIP SERVICES are streamed on Facebook and YouTube. Links are on our church website at 
www.stjohnsmoncton.ca  
 
UNUSED OFFERING ENVELOPES - If you have any unused offering envelopes, please feel free to 
return them to the church. We recycle them as general purpose envelopes. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL ENVELOPES - Did you know that your child can use offering envelopes for their 
weekly Sunday School offering? It’s very easy. Blank offering envelopes are located at our church 
entrances; record your family envelope number or name on the envelope and make note that the 
offering is for “Sunday School” in the “Other” section. Then, have your child give their offering in the 
usual manner during Sunday School. 
 
SCRIPTURE READERS NEEDED – If you would like to read scriptures on Sunday 
mornings, please contact Karen at the church office and add your name to our scripture 
reader list. This will help us to plan Worship and to have more people participate. Thank 
you so much for helping with this ministry!  
 

HYMNBOOK – Having a hard time holding the hymnbook? Do you find the hymnbook too heavy? We 
can print the “online” worship bulletin (with hymns typed out) for you. Contact the office if you would 
like an online bulletin available for you on Sunday. 
 
KEEP YOUR VALUABLES WITH YOU - If you don’t keep your coat with you during Worship, please 
ensure you do not leave keys, phones, or any valuables in your pockets. Please keep all valuables with 
you. Do not leave any electronics unattended. 
 
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES - The Pastoral Care & Membership Committee sends birthday 
greetings to all those within our congregation who are 85 and 90 years old, then annually. Wedding 
anniversary cards are sent out to those celebrating 50, 60, and every year thereafter. If you have not 
received a card, please advise the church office so we can update our records. 
 
LIBRARY – Did you know that we have a library of books for you to enjoy? They are located in the 
hutch cabinet in the Fellowship Room. There is no sign-out for these; they are loaned to you on the 
honour system that you will return the books when you’ve finished reading them. 
 
HEARING LOOP - The church offers a hearing loop system for anyone who would like to enhance their 
listening experience during the Sunday morning service. Please feel free to speak to Kimberley Buck de 
Jesus on the sound board on Sunday morning 

 
HEALTH & SAFETY - We have a wheelchair here at St. John’s and it is located on a permanent basis 
in the unused entrance way at the back of the Sanctuary (corner of Alma and Victoria Streets). We 
also have an AED - automated external defibrillator. It is wall mounted and located right outside the 
Church Office. 
 
FRAGRANCE FREE AND TREE NUT / PEANUT FREE ENVIRONMENT -St. John’s United Church 
realizes an increasing number of people have developed sensitivities and allergies to certain chemicals 
and foods. It is our mission to limit the exposure of staff, volunteers and visitors to chemical substances 
and tree nut/peanut products. Our church supports the creation of a fragrance and tree nut/peanut free 
environment. We would ask that you please refrain from using, wearing, bringing scented 
products (for example, perfume) and tree nut/peanut products, into St. John’s United Church. Only 
our 100% cooperation will give those with sensitivities and allergies a healthier place to work, volunteer 
and worship. Thank you. 
 

http://www.stjohnsmoncton.ca/
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ILLNESS SELF-ASSESSMENT  
To ensure the continued safety of our families and communities, any person attending an in-person 
Church activity should complete an Illness Self-Assessment. This list has been aligned with current 
public health recommendations. People who feel unwell, or answer 'Yes' to any of the below 
symptoms, should stay home. 
- Fever/Chills  
- Cough (unrelated to seasonal allergies) 
- Difficulty breathing/Shortness of breath 
- Runny nose (unrelated to seasonal allergies) 
- Loss of taste or smell 
- Sore throat/Difficulty swallowing 
- Not feeling well, headache, muscle aches, or unexplained rashes 
- Nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal pain 

If you answered YES to any of the above symptoms: 
Please self-isolate and DO NOT come to the Church until: 
1) the symptoms are resolved, and 2) you are feeling well, and 
3) you are not subject to any public health self-isolation requirements. 

 
BROADVIEW MAGAZINE – A copy of the most recent issue can be found on a table in the Owen 
Fraser Hall just outside the church office. This is there for your enjoyment, but please don’t remove it 
from the premises so that others can enjoy it as well. 
 
CHURCH PARKING LOT 
As a reminder, the church rents out 12 parking spots in the parking lot, Monday-Friday, 7:00am-6:00pm. 
These spots are not available for church use during this period. Other spots are designated for staff as 
shown in the chart below. Should you need a parking spot while visiting the church, there are two 
spaces available for church use - spaces 21 & 22, as per the chart below: 

 

If you are a church member and wish to take advantage of evening parking in the church parking lot, 

please let the office know in advance, by providing the make, model and license number of your vehicle. 

You are more than welcome to use the lot. However, due to issues with illegal parking, unknown 

vehicles may be at risk of being towed and we would not want it to be your vehicle.  

 

PASTORAL LETTER AND BULLETIN – Stay up-to-date on all the happenings at SJUC with Rev. 
Billard’s weekly pastoral letter and online bulletin. They are posted on Facebook, the church website 
and emailed to those who have signed up to receive by email. If you wish to receive the pastoral letter 
and bulletin by email, contact the church office to be added to our email list. Printed copies of recent 
Worship bulletins and pastoral letters are located at our main entrances. 
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SERMON - Printed copies of Rev. Billard’s recent sermons are located at our main entrances. 
Sermons are also emailed to those who have signed up to receive by email. If you wish to receive 
sermons by email, contact the church office to be added to the sermon email list. 
 
ADVISE THE CHURCH OFFICE at stjohnsmoncton@gmail.com or 506-858-8289, if your email, 
mailing address, residence or telephone number changes. Also, advise us of your birthday and 
anniversary dates. 
 

CHURCH SNOW STORM POLICY – In the event of a snow storm on a Sunday morning, the decision 
to cancel will be made by 9 am by the Minister, the Chair of Worship & Music, and the Council Chair.  
Check the following places to see if the church is closed:  
1. Church office telephone – listen to the message 
2. Church Facebook group at 
   https://www.facebook.com/groups/16465565858 
3. Local radio stations 
4. CBC storm centre at http://www.cbc.ca/stormcentre/nb/cancellations-moncton.html or 
search “Moncton Cancellations” 

 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY:  
Moncton City & George Dumont Hospitals 
Please note: privacy legislation does not permit the Chaplain (or other Ministry Personnel) to randomly 
visit with persons who are in hospital. Ministry Personnel need your invitation/permission, or the 
permission/request of a family member. Request at time of hospital admittance or contact the hospital 
admitting office. 
 

STEWARDSHIP SECOND – It’s not about how much you have—how much money, how much stuff—
it is about how you use what you have to heal, feed, shelter, comfort, bless and love. 
 
ST. JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH CARES...  To notify the Minister of personal concerns, anxieties, 
illnesses, hospitalizations or deaths, or to pass along a prayer request, contact Rev. Aaron Billard at 
506-858-8289 or sjucrev@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

CHURCH MINISTRY PERSONNEL AND STAFF 

 

 

Rev. Aaron Billard, Minister  

sjucrev@gmail.com 

 

Shelley Arsenault, B.Mus.B.Ed. 

Music Director 

 

 

Karen Geldart  
Office Administrator 

stjohnsmoncton@gmail.com  

 

Pat Arsenault, Custodian 

   

Rev. Dr. Douglas MacEachern 

Minister Emeritus  
douglasimaceachern@gmail.com 

  
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