14th Sunday after Pentecost August 30, 2026

A LIGHT IN THE CITY

T
ST. JOHN SW
MONCTON
St. John’s United Church of The United Church of Canada
75 Alma Street, Moncton, NB E1C 4Y3
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www.stjohnsmoncton.ca
https://www.facebook.com/groups/16465565858
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Office Hours: M-F, 9am—-1pm

A warm welcome is extended to all.

Children are asked to remain with their parents for the service.
Sunday School will resume in September (date to be determined).

If you are a parent or caregiver, there is a kitchen and washrooms on the main and
upstairs levels, as well as a nursery and diaper changing area upstairs.
Please feel free to return to the service at any time.

The congregqation is invited to join in responses printed in bold. Stand as you are able.)

PRELUDE REJOICE, THE LORD IS KING

(Music: Charles Wesley, J. Darwall)

DOXOLOGY (541 VU) (oLb 100TH) (Thomas Ken, Genevan Psalter)

PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures high and low;
give thanks to God in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP (inspired by Psalm 105)
O give thanks to the Holy One, the | Am Who | Am,
who calls us together and makes their name known.

We glory in God’s holy name! Let the hearts
that seek the Holy One rejoice and testify!
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O give thanks to the Holy One, God of our ancestors,
who lives and reigns with all generations.

Sing praises to our God. Remember their wonderful

works, saving acts, and redemptive deeds.
O give thanks to the Holy One, Mighty and Just God,
who lends strength in the struggle and leads in righteousness.

Seek the presence of the Holy One. Praise God!

HYMN 79 MV SPIRIT, OPEN MY HEART

(WILD MOUNTAIN THYME) (
Words: Ruth Duck / Music: traditional melody, Ireland; arr. Arthur G. Glyde)

Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living.

As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving,

Spirit, open my heart.
God, replace my stony heart with a heart that’s kind and tender.
All my coldness and fear to your grace | now surrender. R

Write your love upon my heart as my law, my goal, my story.
In each thought, word, and deed,
may my living bring you glory. R

May | weep with those who weep, share the joy of sister, brother.
In the welcome of Christ, may we welcome one another. R

PRAYER OF APPROACH

Sovereign God, we delight in your presence.
Your words bring joy, peace, and strength.
You fill us with your Spirit and shape us in truth.
Take us beyond the wilderness of our current
condition. Remind us of who you are and who we are
in you. Receive our praise, our curiosity, our doubts,
our fears. With thanksgiving, we come to you just as
we are. In hope, we bring our dreams for a better
world and better lives. In awe, we recount what you
have already done. In faith, we invite you to equip us
as your partners in your kingdom. Set a fire for your
way and your will within us as we minister in your
name.



We pray with the words Jesus taught us, saying,

“Our Father...Amen.” (960 VU) (A laminated handheld version of
The Lord’s Prayer can be found in the hymnbook holder in the pew.)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Redeemer and Guide, we travel with you because you
never leave us. Yet, sometimes we drift from the path
of life you give us. Rather than holding fast to what is
good, we compromise with evil. Rather than
persevering in prayer, we dwell in anger, rage, and
conspiracies. Rather than sharing our blessings and
pursuing hospitality, we hoard the resources you have
given us to share. Help us to live in love and harmony
with one another. Empower us to pursue peace for all.
Let us overcome and overwhelm evil with good,

compassion, and hope in your name. Amen.
(moment of silence to offer personal thoughts and concerns)

WORDS OF GRACE (Inspired by Romans 12)

Beloved, wherever we go becomes holy ground because the
Holy One goes with us. Be firm in hope that the God who met
Moses through a burning bush will meet us wherever we may seek
strength, encouragement, and the will to live in righteousness,
justice, and peace. By the grace of the Holy One,
all these things are possible in us and through us.

OFFERING

Offering boxes are located inside the Sanctuary at the two main entrances.

OFFERTORY (537 W)
YOUR WORK, O GOD, NEEDS MANY HANDS

(KILMARNOCK) (Words: Calvin Weiss Laufer / Music: Neil Dougall)

Your work, O God, needs many hands to help you everywhere,
and some there are who cannot serve unless our gifts we share.

Because we love you and your work, our offering now we make:
be pleased to use it as your own, we ask for Jesus’ sake.
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION
Loving and indiscriminate God, we know that the
whole world is your family. Let us show that we mean
it through what we share with others. Bless these
gifts, and those given mail, online and through PAR, so
they may go where they are most needed. Amen.

REMAIN SEATED
HYMN 161 MV | HAVE CALLED YOU BY YOUR NAME

(KELLY) (Words / Music: Daniel Charles Damon)
| have called you by your name, you are mine;
| have gifted you and ask you now to shine.
| will not abandon you; all my promises are true.
You are gifted, called, and chosen; you are mine.

| will help you learn my name as you go;

read it written in my people, help them grow.

Pour the water in my name, speak the word your soul can claim,
offer Jesus’ body given long ago.

| know you will need my touch as you go;

feel it pulsing in creation’s ebb and flow.

Like the woman reaching out, choosing faith in spite of doubt,
hold the hem of Jesus’ robe, then let it go.

| have given you a name, it is mine;

| have given you my Spirit as a sign.

With my wonder in your soul, make my wounded children whole;
go and tell my precious people they are mine.

CHILDREN’S TIME

Children are asked to remain with their parents for the service.
Sunday School will resume in September (date to be determined).

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Exodus 3:1-15 Moses encounters the burning bush.

Psalm 105, Parts One & Three, p. 828-829 VU
Remembering Jacob and Moses.

Refrain spoken only, not sung.
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R: Bless God, my soul. Hallelujah!

Part One (1-11)

Give thanks and call on God’s name.

Make known to the nations what God has done.
Sing, O sing the songs of praise;

tell of all God’s wonderful deeds.

Exult in God’s holy name;

let those who seek God be joyful in heart. R

Turn for help to the One who is your strength;

seek God’s presence continually.

Remember the marvels the Most High has done,
the wonders and judgements God has given,

O children of Abraham and Sarah, God’s servants,
O offspring of Israel, chosen of God R

You are the eternal God,

your justice reaches every corner of the earth.
You are ever mindful of your covenant,

the promise you gave to a thousand generations,
the covenant you made with Sarah and Abraham,
the oath you gave to Isaac.

You confirmed it for Jacob as binding.

To Israel your everlasting covenant you declared,
“To you | give the land of Canaan,

as your appointed inheritance.” R

Part Three (23-26)

When Israel came to Egypt,

when Jacob settled in the land of Ham,

there you made your people fruitful,

stronger than their foes.

But when you turned their hearts to hate your people,
to deceitful dealing with your servants,

then you sent your servant Moses,

and Aaron, whom you had chosen. R

Matthew 16:21-28 Take up the cross and follow me.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



HYMN 509 VU I, THE LORD OF SEA AND SKY
(HERE | AM, LORD) (Words / Music: Daniel L. Schutte)
I, the Lord of sea and sky, | have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save.
| who made the stars of night, | will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall | send?

Here | am, Lord. Is it |, Lord?

| have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.

I will hold your people in my heart.

I, the Lord of snow and rain, | have borne my people’s pain,

| have wept for love of them; they turn away.

| will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone.
| will speak my word to them. Whom shall | send? R

[, the Lord of wind and flame, | will tend the poor and lame,
| will set a feast for them; my hand will save.

Finest bread | will provide till their hearts be satisfied.

| will give my life to them. Whom shall | send? R

SERMON

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
(We pray for Vernon Bridge: St. Andrew’s Pastoral Charge)

HYMN 506 VU TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE

(MOZART) (Words: Frances Ridley Havergal / Music: unknown; desc. John T. Wilkinson)

Take my life and let it be, consecrated, all for thee;
take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands, and let them move, at the impulse of thy love;
take my feet, and let them be, swift and purposeful for thee.

Take my lips and let them be, filled with messages from thee;
take my intellect, and use every power as thou shalt choose.

Take my will, and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine;
take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne.

Take my love: and | will pour at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and | will be ever, only, all for thee.



BENEDICTION

Trust in God in the wilderness.

Hope in God through the wilderness.
Follow God beyond the wilderness.
With the assurance that God makes the ground holy,
Hears the cries of the people,

And comes near to the suffering,

Join the work of deliverance,

Believe in the possibility of a just world
And work toward its realization.

Go, in peace and determination,

To serve and love God and all creation.

CONGREGATIONAL SUNG POSTLUDE
GO NOW IN PEACE (Words: Don Besig, Nancy Price / Music: Don Besig)

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.

God will go with you each hour of ev'ry day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above.

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.

POSTLUDE | SURRENDER ALL (Music: VanDeVenter, Weeden)

We thank Lorilee Redmond
for leading our Music these last five Sundays.

During the postlude the congregation is welcome to depart.

Beyond the Wilderness: Service Prayers for the Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost Year A
was written by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay,
Minister for Worship and Theology for the United Church of Christ.

© 2025 The United Church of Canada/L’Eglise Unie du Canada. Licensed under
Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial Share Alike Licence.
To view a copy of this licence, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/ca.
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You are invited to join us in the

Owen Fraser Hall

WTer

for a time of fellowship and refreshments. -

Worship

The bulletin is dedicated in Loving Memory of

the Oke and Hicks Families
by Phyllis T Gordon Hicks

MEMORIAL

Donations have been made to
St. John’s United Church in loving memory of

Rev. Dr. Douglas MacEachern
(husband of June MacEachern)

by Calder Creelman, Marcia Hicks & Jim Munn
and Susan Willis

Donations have been made to the
Mission & Service Fund in loving memory of
Rev. Dr. Douglas MacEachern
(husband of June MacEachern)

by Susan Estabrooks, Shelly Steeves and
Dorothy Walls

NOTICES, UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS

Check our website at www.stjohnsmoncton.ca
for Sunday online Worship links, calendar, and more.

WORSHIP (note time)

Aug. 30 [Sun. |10:00 a.m. R ,

- Music Director: Lorilee Redmond
Aug. 31 [Mon | 7:00 p.m. | Al-Anon (weekly-Owen Fraser Hall)
Sept. 6 [Sun. [10:00 a.m.| WORSHIP (note time)
Sept. 7 |Mon. Church closed — Labour Day
Sept. 10 |Thur. | 7:00 p.m. | Choir (weekly-Sanctuary)

Worship with the Rev. Aaron Billard
Sept. 11 [Fri. | 10:30 a.m. | at Royal Court Chapel,

6! Floor, Coverdale Rd., Riverview
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If you are a resident there, we ask you to
help us spread the word to members of
the congregation who live there.

Sept. 13 [Sun. |11:00 a.m.| WORSHIP (note time change)

) Pathfinders, Girl Guides of Canada
Sept. 17 |Thur. | 6:45 p.m. (weekly-Social Hal)

Sept. 20 |Sun. [11:00 a.m.| WORSHIP

Sept. 20 [Sun. |12:15 p.m.| M&P Committee (Church office)

Announcements from other United Churches, Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning
Waters Region 14 and the community are shown on the TV in the
Owen Fraser Hall and also located on the bulletin boards located at the
Alma St. entrance and outside the Church Office.

SOBEYS & SUPERSTORE GIFT CARDS are sold each %) i 5
Sunday before and after Worship and at the Church 8
Office M-F, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

We make 4% on every card sold. Your support is needed and appreCIated

WELCOME!

We would like to warmly welcome any new

faces to our church family today! Please  “f™NG
feel free to introduce yourself to a fellow
member or reach out to our minister if you

have any questions. We invite you to stay after the service for
fellowship. Fill in the “welcome” envelope located on the table at
our two main entrances and place in the offering box (no money
required) or email the church office at stiohnsmoncton@gmail.com
to let us know you are worshipping with us and if you would like to
receive our weekly email.

KNOW

e YOU

DIME BLITZ

Don't spend a dime this summer - save them for
the UCW summer fundraiser. Plastic pill bottles {..
have been placed at the Church entrances for

your convenience. Deposit in the offering box
on a Sunday morning or drop off in the mail slot located on the
Victoria St. entrance door. Thank you for your continued support of
UCW projects. The fundraiser ends Sept. 27, 2026.
Please ensure each container is labelled with your name.
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™y BROADVIEW MAGAZINE - Now is the time to
)Y ORDER OR RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION.

#Pc @ Broadview is an independent Canadian magazine
W= featuring award-winning coverage of spirituality,
N justice and ethical living. Through compelling stories
and engaging images, Broadview challenges and inspires readers
seeking to live a purpose-filled life.

To order or renew your subscription, place $30.00 payment in an
envelope with your name and address in the church offering box,
church mail slot, send an e-transfer, send by postal mail or contact
the Church Office. Deadline is October 11, 2026.

Broadview connects us as a church family. Broadview is a unifying
voice in these times of change.

STEWARDSHIP SECOND - Let love be genuine! Show hospitality,
rejoice and grieve with others, and share generously as part of your
call to live in Christian community.

ST. JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH CARES... To notify the Minister
of personal concerns, anxieties, illnesses, hospitalizations or
deaths, or to pass along a prayer request, contact
Rev. Aaron Billard at 506-858-8289 or sjucrev@gmail.com

Greeters & Offering
South Door — Alma St North Door — Victoria St.
Carol Munroe Lyn Young

CHURCH MINISTRY PERSONNEL AND STAFF

Rev. Aaron Billard, Minister s Shelley Arsenault, B.Mus.B.Ed.
sjucrev@gmail.com £ Music Director

Karen Geldart
Office Administrator

stiohnsmoncton@gmail.com

Pat Arsenault, Custodian
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